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11 The “D” Tuning

The “D” Tuning

The “D” tuning changes the open-string voicing of the guitar to a “D” major chord, it’s 
sound is identical to an “E” shaped bar chord.

Although the tuning is beautiful-sounding, it presents the player with some real chal-
lenges.

The primary difficulty arises from correlating the unique voicings to the outside world 
and vice-versa.

As a point of departure, diagrams of the diatonic-chord voicings from the three major 
scales that contain the “D” Major chord will be provided.

“D”  =  I Major in “D” Major scale

“D”  =  IV Major in “A” Major scale

“D”  =  V7 in “G” Major scale

Click on the following image to hear about this page. You can make the control panel 
larger by right clicking for PCs or Control-clicking for a Mac and selecting "View in 
Floating Window".
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“D” Tuning Diatonic Chords
When “D” is a I Chord (“D” Major Scale)

D E mi. 7 or 11 FI mi. (or D/
FI) G Ma. 9 A7 or

Rt. 3 5 Rt. Rt. X Rt. b3 11
or 5

b7 Rt. b3 Rt. b3 5 (+5) Rt. X 7 3 9 5 Rt. Rt. b7 3 5 Rt.

Fret
 5

Fret
5

Fret
4

Fret
 2

Rt. 5

D
O

FI

O
A
O

D
O X O O O O X O O X O

D
O

A
O

I

R BM

I

(M) R

I

RM

R B

I

M

A7 B mi. B mi. 7 CI mi. 7 (+5) D (add)

Rt. 3 b7 Rt. Rt. X Rt. 5 5 b3 Rt. b3 5 b7 b3 Rt. b5 b7 b3 +5 (Rt.) Rt. 5 3 9 Rt.

Fret
5

Fret
4

Fret
2

Fret
 9

Fret
7

Rt. 5

X O O X O O O O X O O O

B

I

BRM

M I I

R B

M

B

I Ma. II mi. 7 III mi. 7 IV Ma. 7 V7

V7 VI mi. 7 VI mi. 7 VII mi. 7 b5 I Ma.

or       9                    b5
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“D” Tuning Diatonic Chords
When “D” is a IV Chord (“A” Major Scale)

E7 or E7 FI mi. 7 (or D/
FI) GI mi. 7 (b5)

Rt. 3 5 Rt. Rt. 5 Rt. 5 b7
 

X Rt. X b7 3 5 b7 Rt. b3 Rt. Rt.
or b3

5 (+5) Rt. b3 b5 b7 Rt.

Fret
6

Fret
4

Fret
2

Fret
 2

Rt. 5

D
O

FI

O
A
O

D
O X X O O O O O X

D
O

A
O

R BM

R B

I

M

I

M R B

B

I

A6 B mi. 7 B mi. 13 CI mi. D Ma. 7

Rt. 3 5 Rt. Rt. X Rt. b3 b7 b3 X Rt. b3 13 b7 b3 Rt. b3 5 Rt. b3 Rt. 5 3 5 7 3

Fret
4

Fret
4

Fret
2

Fret
 9

Fret
7

Rt. 6

X O O X O O O X O O

R

I I

RM

M R I

R M

I

R BB

IV Ma. 7 V7 V7 VI mi. 7 VII mi.7 (b5)

I Ma. 7 II mi. 7 II mi. 7 III mi. 7 IV Ma. 7
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“D” Tuning Diatonic Chords
When “D” is a V Chord (“G” Major Scale)

D E mi. 7 FI mi. 7 (b5) G 6 9 sus. 4 G 6 9

Rt. 3 5 Rt. Rt. 5 b3 5 b7
 

b3 Rt. X Rt. b3 b5 Rt. Rt. 6 9 11
 

5 Rt. Rt. 6 9 3 5 6

Fret
5

 Fret
 5

Fret
4

Fret
 2

Rt. 5

D
O

FI

O
A
O

D
O X

D
O

A
O

I

R BM

BR

I

M

I

BR

B

I

A mi. B mi. 7 (add) C Ma. 13 C Ma. 9 C Ma. 9 (+11)

5 Rt. b3 5 X Rt. b3 13 b7 b3 Rt. 5 7 3 6 9 X Rt. 5 7 9 5 X Rt. 3 +11 7 9

Fret
3

Fret
3

Fret
10

Fret
 2

Fret
2

X Rt.

X O O O X X O OX O

I

R B

M I R M R

B

I

I

R

R

I M

V7 VI mi. 7 VII mi.7 (b5) I Ma. 7 I Ma. 7

II mi. 7 III mi. 7 IV Ma. 7 IV Ma. 7 IV Ma. 7 (+11)

             13
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or or

Fretboard Harmony   109

Basic Minor Chords in the “D” Tuning

GI mi. 7 (b5) B mi. 6or or orCI 7 CI 7 (+9) Fo7

b3 b5 b7 Rt. X Rt. 5 6 b3
 

(11) X Rt. 3 b7 Rt. X X Rt. 3 b7 b9
(+9)

X Rt. X Rt. b5 bb7 b3

Fret
3

Fret
4

Fret
4

Fret
2

Fret
6

Rt. X

X X X X X XX

B

RM

I

B

I

R

B

M

I

(  )

R

B

II

R B

M

FI mi. FI mi. Ma. 7 A Ma. 7 (+5) FI mi. 6 DI mi. 7 (+5)

Rt. b3 5 X Rt. X Ma.7 b3 5 X X Rt. 3 +5 7 3 X Rt. 5 Rt. b3 6 X Rt. b5 b7 b3 (+5)

Fret
5

Fret
8

Fret
12

Fret
 4

Fret
4

Rt. X

X X X X XX

M R

I

B B

I

M M

I

M

I

M

I

BB

R

II mi. 7 (b5) IV mi. 6 V7 (+9) VIIo7

I mi. I mi. Ma. 7 bIII Ma. 7 (+5) I mi. 6 VI mi. 7 (b5)

       b9

oror
                 b5
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